M.  Cir.No.40. 

.(1925)  PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTIffilNT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

  BUREAU  OP  PLANT  INDUSTRY 

HARRISBURG 

PA  177.4 
No.  40 

THE  NORWAY  MAPLE  APHID 
The  maple  aphid  (Periphyllus  lyropicta)   is  one  of  the  few  insect 
pests  of  the  Norway  maple.     These  small,  pale  yellowish-green  insects 
live  on  the  underside  of  the  leaves  and  secret  an  abundance  of  honey- 
dew  which  drops  to  the  leaves  below  and  occasionally  wets  the  ground 
or  pavement. 

When  the  tree  is  attacked  by  numbers  of  this  pest  the  loss  of  the 
sap  from  thhe  leaves  may  cause  them  to  drop  in  great  quantities. 

These  aphids  are  controlled  by  spraying  with  one  of  the  tobacco 
extracts,  nicotine  sulphate,  containing  40  percent  nicotine,  diluted 
at  the  rate  of  one  part  to  800  parts  of  water;  or  approximately  one 
pint  in  100  gallons  of  water.    To  each  100  gallons  of  the  diluted 
material  add  four  or  five  pounds  of  dissolved  laundry  soap  to  aid  in 
spreading  the  mixture.     When  applying  this  spray  be  sure  to  hit  the 
underside  of  the  leaves.     Only  such  aphids  as  are  hit  with  the  spray 
will  be  killed. 

Ants  will  be  found  in  trees  infested  with  these  aphids,  being 
attracted  there  by  the  honey-dew,  a  sweetish  excretion  of  the  aphids. 
Bees  also  may  be  seen  gathering  this  honey-dew  and  storing  it. 

Frequent  washing  of  the  leaves  with  a  stream  from  the  garden  hose 
will  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  aphids  present;  and  will  at  the 
same  time  remove  the  somewhat    unsightly  honey-dew  from  the  leaves. 
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